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AllWays traveller to ….

Florida
Florida is one of the world’s most popular destinations. Here is the second of our two-part feature on Florida,

Naples : the way to start a stay in the Sunshine State
Naples, an upmarket destination located between Miami and Fort Myers, in
Southwest Florida, has long been a lure for those seeking a pleasingly subtropical climate, pristine beaches and glorious sunsets.
The name itself came when a late 19th Century magazine article sang the
praises of the area and compared it favourably with the Bay of Naples, Italy.
The Naples of today is a compact thriving community, whose residents take real
pride in their community, keeping it clean and very safe – for themselves and
those visitors lucky enough to spend time here.
Naples beach, which runs along 10 miles of the Gulf of Mexico, is regularly listed
in the world’s top beaches.
In the historic Naples downtown, the 5th Avenue South and 3rd Street South
districts provide the main lure with their range of coffee shops, bars, fine
restaurants and upscale retail outlets.
www.ParadiseCoast.com

Download : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/newsletter/AllWays%20traveller%20Naples%202011.pdf
Read online : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_an_USA_Florida_Naples_2011.html

The sophisticated charm of Boca Raton
Millions flock to Florida - the 'Sunshine State' - each and every year.
And yet, while the routes to Orlando, Miami, St Petersburg and Fort
Lauderdale are well trodden, the independent traveller can still unearth
nuggets of lesser well known - but equally rewarding - Floridian destinations.
Boca Raton, on the east coast of Florida between West Palm Beach and Fort
Lauderdale, is a great example in this respect.
It is an affluent community that welcomes visitors, has with five miles of
golden beaches, many fine dining opportunities and a select number of very
rewarding visitor attractions.
Boca Raton can also act as an excellent base for going slightly further afield.
Within easy reach is the mega rich Palm Beach, the lively West Palm Beach
and smaller traditional communities such as Lake Worth and Atlantic
Avenue.
www.palmbeachfl.com

Download : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/newsletter/AllWays%20traveller%20Boca%20Raton.pdf
Read online : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_an_USA_Florida_BocaRaton.html

Winter Garden : a future as bright as its orange past
Winter Garden is a small city located some 14 miles from downtown
Orlando and within 40 minutes drive of the areas theme parks.
This one time agricultural community was established in the early 1900's and
prospered on its vast citrus industry and railroad stations.
But times change and, although citrus farming has remained prominent, the
city of Winter Garden itself stuttered and stalled during the economic decline
of the 70s, 80s and early 90s.
True to the spirit of the place, however, its citizens refused to let the city die
or be subsumed into the commercial sprawl of the wider Orlando metropolis.
Quite the opposite. The downtown area has been restored and rejuvenated
and added to the US National Register of Historic Places.
Those visiting Orlando for the thrills and spills of the theme parks really
should find time to take in Winter Garden and discover the pleasure of real
town Florida.

www.cwgdn.com

Download : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/newsletter/AllWays%20traveller%20to%20Winter%20Garden.pdf
Read online : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_an_USA_Florida_WinterGarden.html
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AllWays online
Our correspondents are passionate about travel and not content to go with the flow. They prefer to delve a little deeper
to discover what really makes the destination worth a visit.
Hers is just a small selection. Others can be found at : www.allwaystraveller.com

Petersburg, Alaska's Little Norway
Roy Stevenson writes :
Millionaire Fishermen, a magnificent glacier and magical muskeg swamp
It was not without some trepidation that I disembarked from the Alaska
Marine Highway ferry at the Petersburg dock.
Due to spend five days in this small Alaskan fishing town of 3,030, my stay
could have been a boring eternity.
After all, Petersburg is not Petersburg—if you know what I mean.
I needn’t have worried - Mitkof Island’s multitude of offerings swept me off
my feet, in a pleasant, low-key way.
Read more : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_an_USA_Alaska.html

Cyprus - Head for the hills!
Roger St. Pierre writes :
Sun, sea and sand, plus winter sports around lofty Mount Olympus, are the
building blocks on which the Mediterranean island of Cyprus has built its
burgeoning travel industry.
Now, in a bid to extend the shoulder months of the holiday season,
concentrated efforts are being made to develop adventure holidays and, for
the less energetic, agro-tourism throughout the many delightful rural areas –
a world away from the established tourist destinations.
Today 104 traditional houses in 47 villages offer 829 beds to supplement the
local hotels and inns.
Read more : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_Cyprus.html

Malta : mysterious medieval island
Lyn Funnell writes :
To appreciate Malta you have to think about its history and understand it.
Unlike a lot of holiday destinations, Malta wasn’t created for the tourist
market. Malta is a proper place. Through the centuries Malta has been
invaded, attacked, bombed, besieged, destroyed and rebuilt.
While all this has been going on, they have shrugged their shoulders and
carried on with their lives, building temples and churches, growing food, and
running shops, sometimes on top of the rubble.
Read more : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_Malta.html
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AllWays news
Diamond Jubilee River Pageant & Gun Salute,
The Thames, London
3 June 2012
At high water on the afternoon of Sunday 3 June 2012, up to a
thousand boats will muster on the River Thames in
preparation for Her Majesty the Queen to take part in the
Thames Diamond Jubilee Pageant.
It will be one of the largest flotillas ever assembled with
vessels of all shapes and sizes, beautifully dressed with
streamers and Union Jack flags, their crews and passengers
turned out in their finest rigs.

Far and Away Adventures
Far and Away Adventures, whose authentic American river
safaris blend whitewater rafting with wilderness adventure and
backcountry luxury, will send adults down river at children’s
rates on select departures this season as part of its “Feel Like
a Kid Again” promotion.
www.far-away.com

Momondo
Momondo is a travel search engine that finds and compares
the best offers on flights, hotels and car rental.

www.thamesdiamondjubileepageant.org

The Marbella Beach Hotel, Corfu, Greece
Between 25 May and 31 August, the Marbella Beach Hotel,
Corfu, will be offering guests complimentary transfers and
tickets to an exhibition being held at the Palace of St Michael
& St George to mark the two hundredth anniversary of the
birth of the landscape painter and nonsense poet Edward Lear
(1812 – 1888).
Lear visited Corfu regulaly during the 1850’s & 60’s as he
travelled on foot and horseback through the wilds of midnineteenth century Greece, Albania, and other Mediterranean
region countries.

Momondo searches more than 700 travel sites and is available
free on mobile applications for iPhone and Android.
www.momondo.co.uk

The African Queen
Following a complete restoration, the iconic original vessel
from John Huston's classic 1951 film "The African Queen,"
starring Humphrey Bogart and Katharine Hepburn, is sailing
on Florida Keys waters once again.
Visitors to the Keys can take two-hour canal cruises several
times daily and six-passenger dinner cruises on selected
nights in Key Largo waters.

www.marbellabeachcorfu.com
www.calypsosailing.com and www.fla-keys.co.uk

Discover France
Horse-riding holiday in Dartmoor, UK
French touring company, Discover France is offering one-day,
VIP access to festivities surrounding the Tour de France
between 30 June and 22 July 2012.
Discover France Adventures has been organizing bicycle tours
and hiking tours in France since 1994 and is one of only four
licensed tour operators to the Tour de France.

Dartmoor was the area that inspired War Horse and is home
to its own breed, the Dartmoor pony.
Equestrian Escapes offers 2 to 7-night breaks to the area,
exploring its rolling hills and moorland.
www.equestrian-escapes.com

www.discoverfrance.com

St Pete Beach, Florida
St. Pete Beach has been voted the top beach destination in
the USA by TripAdvisor, because of its "sugary-white sand
and dolphins frolicking just off shore."

Viva Las Vegas Wedding Chapel
The Viva Las Vegas Wedding Chapel is a full-service wedding
facility offering Elvis ceremonies, romantic traditional weddings
and all-inclusive honeymoon packages. It was voted Best
Wedding Chapel in the Las Vegas Review Journal’s 2011.

Biking on the Isle of Wight, UK
The Isle of Wight has been voted by Lonely Planet as one of
the top 10 cycling destinations in the world.
Over half of the island is designated an Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty and there are nearly 30 miles of 'Heritage
Coast.
Cycling is a way to go slow and savour the scenery and Wight
Wanders has 3, 4 and 5-night self-guided cycling tours.
www.wight-walks.co.uk

www.vivalasvegasweddings.com
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AllWays events and celebrations
It is always worth considering visiting a destination during a festival, event or celebration. There is invariably a special
atmosphere, entertainment and memorable photo opportunities.
Here is a selection of annual events worth considering.

Brighton Festival Fringe, UK
May
The Brighton Festival Fringe features over 700 events, incorporating comedy,
music, arts, film, dance and theatre performances and workshops.
It is held in over 240 venues it runs alongside Brighton Festival and is
England's largest and oldest annual fringe festival.
www.brightonfestivalfringe.org.uk

Museums at Night, UK

Holland Festival, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Friday 18 to Sunday 20 May 2012.

June

Museums at Night is an annual after-hours celebration of arts,
culture and heritage when hundreds of museums, galleries,
libraries, archives and heritage sites open their doors for
special evening events.
www.museumsatnight.org.uk

Vancouver International Jazz Festival
June/July
The Vancouver International Jazz Festival brings some of
international ambassadors to Vancouver for 400 concerts in
40 venues across the city. Each day from noon, jazz of all
styles and stripes resonates throughout Vancouver.
www.coastaljazz.ca

Museum Mile Festival, New York
June
Nine of America's finest museums open their doors for free for
a mile-long block party and visual art celebration.

The Holland Festival focuses on music, dance, theatre,
multidisciplinary productions and visual arts. Holland's largest
performing arts festival. Around 90 performances take place
including opera, theatre, music, visual arts and dance.
www.hollandfestival.nl

Museums involved are The Metropolitan Museum of Art, the
Goethe Institute, the Neue Galerie, the Guggenheim Museum,
the National Academy Museum, the Smithsonian, the Jewish
Museum and the Museum of the City of New York.

Festival International de Jazz de Montreal,
Quebec, Canada

www.museummilefestival.org

The festival sees over 3000 jazz, blues and R&B artists from
30 countries play around 750 concerts on 12 outdoor stages.

Festival of Festivals, St Petersburg, Russia June
The Festival of Festivals in St Petersburg is a non-competitive
film festival taking place as part of the city's White Night
celebrations. Over 100 films are screened.

www.filmfest.ru

June/July

It includes 350 free performances. Also known as Montreal
International Jazz Festival (MIJF). Certified as the world's
largest jazz festival by Guinness World Records. Generates
$64m for the local economy.

www.montrealjazzfest.com and www.mmmis.ca
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Chicago Blues Festival, Illinois, USA
June

Bregenz Festival, Lake Constance, Bregenz,
Austria
July

A major festival held over four days and six stages, the largest
of Chicago's music festivals. Over 640,000 visitors attend.

www.chicagobluesfestival.net

A unique opera festival featuring a floating stage. Around
300,000 people attend.

Falmouth International Sea Shanty Festival, UK

www.bregenzerfestspiele.com

June
The festival takes place in various venues in Falmouth,
Cornwall, UK. Around 350 British and international singers
perform. The festival aims to preserve and promote the
maritime heritage of Falmouth and Cornwall. World's biggest
free maritime music festival.

Vienna Rainbow Parade, Austria
July

www.falmouthshout.com

Lumberjack World Championships, Wisconsin,
USA
July
The annual Lumberjack World Championships in Hayward
features over 21 events, including men and women's
logrolling, power-sawing, speed-climbing, axe-tossing and
chopping.

www.lumberjackworldchampionships.com

Goodwood Festival Of Speed, Goodwood, West
Sussex UK
July
The largest event of its kind in the world. Features the Cartier
Style et Luxe competition, the Forest Rally Stage and The
Bonhams Sale of fine cars, exhibition and activity areas.
Festival highlight is the hill climb competition, which takes
place on a 1.16 mile course and sees cars climbing a steep
and narrow estate road and heading to the top of the South
Downs.

A procession of floats and DJs in Austria’s version of the
hugely popular Berlin Love Parade. Around 100,000 ravers
attend.

www.hosiwien.at

The Henley Festival Henley-on-Thames,
Oxfordshire UK
July

www.goodwood.co.uk

The fesival features riverside and floating stage performances
of jazz, classical and operatic acts, firework displays, as well
as visual arts, comedy and street theatre.
www.henley-festival.co.uk
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A place to stay
Canterbury : an historic heart to the garden of England
Canterbury is an historic city in the county of Kent, which itself is known
as the 'Garden of England’.
Becoming a centre of population during prehistoric times the area thrived as
both a Roman city and Anglo Saxon settlement and has maintained its status
as a trading hub ever since.
th

But it is undoubtedly the 9 Century Canterbury Cathedral that dominates this
historic and very attractive city and which draws hundreds of thousands of
tourists to the city each year.
Within strolling distance of the cathedral are clustered any number of
charismatic coffee shops and cafes, traditional pubs and ale houses and
dining options.
Canterbury is a fine location for a short trip to the small coastal town of
Whistable and for touring the villages in rural Kent
Download : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/alerts/Allways%20alert%20Abode%20Canterbury%20final.pdf
www.canterbury.co.uk and www.abodehotels.co.uk

Amari Hua Hin, Thailand

The YMCA of the Rockies, USA

Amari Hua Hin, the latest addition to Amari’s portfolio of
properties in Thailand will open in June 2012.

The YMCA of the Rockies has two year-round family vacation
and conference centers, both located in the heart of
Colorado's Rocky Mountains.

The resort is located two and a half hours from Bangkok and
next to Khao Takiab, a popular stretch of beach, with offers
easy access to the shopping and entertainment venues.

www.amari.com

Estes Park Center is minutes from Rocky Mountain National
Park and Snow Mountain Ranch is just a short distance from
Winter Park. Camp Chief Ouray is a traditional summer
overnight camp for children ages 7-17.

The Desert Palm, Dubai

www.ymcarockies.org

Small Luxury Hotels of the World is offering four nights for the
price at three at Desert Palm, Dubai per room per night based
on best available rates on room only basis.

Ballygally Castle, Northern Ireland UK

www.slh.com

Rosewood Little Dix Bay, British Virgin Islands
Rosewood Little Dix Bay is located on Virgin Gorda in the
British Virgin Islands on a half-mile crescent-shaped beach
and barrier reef.
www.littledixbay.com

The Arlberg Hospiz and Goldener Berg, Austria
The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star
Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has a 600
year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph.
www.goldenerberg.at

th

The 17 Century Castle Ballygally Castle is reputed to be
haunted by the ‘Ghost of Ballygally’.
Dating back to 1625, this enchanting Irish Castle is located on
the Antrim Coast 26 miles north of Belfast.
www.hastingshotels.com

Centara Hotel Manila
Centara Hotels & Resorts has opened its Centara Hotel
Manila, a four-star property in the culturally rich district of
Malate.
Centara Hotels & Resorts is Thailand’s largest operator of
hotels, with 37 deluxe and first-class properties covering all
the major tourist destinations in the Kingdom.
A further 16 resorts in the Maldives, Philippines, Vietnam, Bali
Indonesia, Srilanka and Mauritius Indian Ocean, brings the
present total to 53 properties.
www.centarahotelsresorts.com
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AllWays worth thinking about
Elevate Destinations

Journeys of Distinction Light

Responsible travel company, Elevate Destinations, will
arrange for volunteers to support a Haiti-based organization to
assist rural Haitians for the third consecutive year

www.elevatedestinations.com

Hiking in New Hampshire
Two New Hampshire inns have created a hiking package
designed to let guests explore the peaceful New Hampshire
countryside at their own pace.
The Rosewood Country Inn and the Candlelite Inn in Bradford,
have created a "Hiking NH" package.

www.candleliteinn.com and
www.rosewoodcountryinn.com

Zambezi River lodge (Zambia)
The first Zambezi River lodge on the Zambian side of Victoria
Falls, Tongabezi is privately owned and run, with the
emphasis on exclusivity and romance, enhanced by the
warmth of Zambian hospitality.
www.tongabezi.com

Jelenia Góra, Poland

Luxury travel company, Journeys of Distinction, is rolling out
its Journeys of Distinction Light, which offers a collection of
holidays that make most of time and budget.
The inaugural Light tours for Summer 2012 include trips to
Borneo, Burma, Costa Rica and in Europe, Spain, Italy and
Croatia.
Each of the 21 tours has been researched by the Journeys of
Distinction team to balance free time to explore with group
sightseeing tours.
Using mainly 3 star hotels on shorter duration trips, Journeys
of Distinction Light means travellers can enjoy the trips while
paying less.
Itineraries include :

The city of Jelenia Góra situated in Karkonosze (Giant
Mountains) is called the most picturesque city in Poland.



The city is a base for skiing, mountain biking, nordic walking,
paragliding, climbing, etc. There is also Uzdrowisko Cieplice,
the oldest Polish spa, founded in 1281.

Italian Lakes and City Splendours : a nine-day tour
from Milan to Verona and the picturesque Italian
Lakes.



The Natural Wonders of Borneo: A a 13-day tour
including a visit to the orangutans and the other
natural wonders of Borneo.



India’s Golden Triangle: a nine-day exotic tour of
India including the Taj Mahal and the tigers of
Ranthambore.



Burma Encounter: a 14-day tour to discover Burma,
its people and way of life.

www.jeleniagora.pl

Soma Bay, Egypt
Soma Bay, is a boutique destination on the shores of the Red
Sea, Egypt offering diving with an array of marine life from
puffer fish, lionfish, barracudas to sharks and turtles.
The dive sites in Soma Bay have the advantage of being
considerably less crowded than those found elsewhere on the
Red Sea and offer divers coral gardens, walls, drop-offs and
wrecks suitable for all levels of experience.

Journeys of Distinction itself is a luxury travel company
offering Tours to 30 worldwide locations including China,
Australia, South America, Africa, Canada, India, Japan,
Russia and Sri Lanka.

Luxury hotels to choose from, including:

www.jod.uk.com







La Residence des Cascades
Sheraton Soma Bay Resort
Kempinski Hotel Soma Bay
The Breakers Diving & Surfer Lodge, and
Robinson Club Soma Bay.

www.gotoegypt.org/soma
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From our travel journalists
The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel journalists.
Here are some postings from our journalists :

Barcelona or Madrid
Miruna Corneanu writes :
Spain, one of my favourite countries in the world, is very wellknown for the endless battle between Barcelona and Madrid.
I like them both, not equally, but in different ways. I love Madrid
because it taught me how beautiful Spain is but I adore how the
sun softens Barcelona’s buildings.
Madrid might have better museums, for example Museo del Prado,
but Barcelona has Parc Guell, the capital has Plaza Mayor but who
wouldn’t prefer a walk on Las Ramblas instead?

Barcelona

Although I prefer Los Madrillenos because they are gentle and
relaxed and the real Spanish language (Catalan is more difficult), I
can’t ignore the Mediterranean feeling that shrouds Barcelona.
I would give Barcelona a plus for the beach, for the cosmopolitan
appearance, for the food, for Sagrada Familia, for Bari Gothic, for
the shopping and for L’Eixample, for the style and for its futuristic
presence.
I would encourage Madrid to retain its classic shape forever, to
keep its pride and its nobility.
You can follow Miruna at : www.travelaway.me

Madrid

The Forest Retreat Laos cafe and bar makes a mean grilled cheese
Marc d'Entremont writes :
In the misty mountain provincial capital of Luang Namtha in
northern Laos, a mere 50 miles from the Chinese border, a
traveller would not normally expect to enjoy a perfect grilled
cheese sandwich, stuffed with banana, while sipping a shot of
Lao Lao.
Well perhaps Lao Lao, the nation’s traditional alcoholic drink,
is ubiquitous, but the Forest Retreat Laos cafe and bar is an
expat oasis that’s equally relaxing for locals.
Luang Namtha is on two important routes in a rapidly
modernizing Laos.

It’s both strategically placed on a major route into southern
China and morphing into its more recent development as a
trekking center for the Nam Ha National Biodiversity
Conservation Area.
Since the north is the homeland to a sizable percentage of
Laos’ more than four dozen ethnic tribes, cafes and markets in
the provincial capital offer a tantalizing array of local crafts and
food.
Yet more than just its western offerings, there is a special
quality surrounding Forest Retreat Laos cafe and bar that set it
apart.

Read more at : http://www.examiner.com/dining-in-national/the-forest-retreat-laos-cafe-and-bar-makes-a-

mean-grilled-cheese-review
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Tips when travelling
New research from British Airways reveals that nine out of ten holiday-makers don’t use up to 30 per cent of the items
they take on holiday.

What to do when arriving in a new destination?
Nancy Mueller writes :
Drop your baggage literally and figuratively. Only carry what you need and leave your preconceived notions behind. Be
open to having new experiences and life changing experiences.
Ann Mealor writes :
Read through your hotel information folder to find out what facilities are available, what time meals take place and
where etc. Then go out for a walk, get a feel for the place and explore.
Ashley Gibbins writes :
Find out where the nearest tourist information office and pay a visit there early on in the visit. Talk to the staff who will
be happy to advise. Then look to get a guided walking or open top bus tour. This is a great way to get the lie of the
land.

Get involved
We will be delighted to receive your tips for trips and travel features. Please email these to us or post them on our Facebook
page.
Please also follow us on Twitter.

Ashley@allwaystraveller.com

@allwaystraveler

AllWays traveller Facebook

The International Travel Writers Alliance
The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional
travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance
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